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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EVANS AND NOVAK COLUMN OP-ED PAGE 
WASHINGTON POST MONDAY AUGUST 1 HEADED "A CRACK IN THE 
MIDEAST FRONT” . 

2. PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN" S BRAZEN DECISION TO 
"LEGALIZE" THREE ILLEGAL JEWISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE ARAB 
WEST BANK, AT POTENTIALLY EXORBITANT POLITICAL COST TO 

PRESIDENT CARTER'S MIDEAST PEACE HOPES, HAS WIDENED A CRACK 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION'S ONCE-SOLID MIDEAST FRONT. 

3. THAT CRACK, STILL CONCEALED UNDER A BLANKET OF UNI- 
FORMITY IMPOSED BY THE WHITE HOUSE, OPENED AS A RESULT OF 
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CARTER'S DEFERENCE DURING BEGIN'S STATE VISIT. WHATEVER 
THE PRESIDENT’S LONG-RANGE DIPLOMATIC OBJECTIVE IN LETTING 
BEGIN SEIZE AND HOLD A REMARKABLE INITIATIVE OVER HIM DUR- 
ING THE ISRAELI LEADER'S VISIT HERE, IT TRIGGERED A BACK 
FIRE THROUGHOUT THE ADMINISTRATION— EVERYWHERE EXCEPT THE 
PRESIDENT'S OWN OVAL OFFICE. 
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4. BEGIN S RAPID DECISION TO EXPLOIT CARTER S GOOD WILL 
BY "LEGALIZING" THOSE THREE SETTLEMENTS ("AN ABSOLUTELY 
UNACCEPTABLE MOVE," ONE TOP-LEVEL CARTER ADVISER TOLD US) 
LED TO AN OFFICIAL STATE DEPARTMENT REBUKE-BUT ONLY A 
MILD PRESIDENTIAL DEMURRER IN WHICH CARTER UNACCOUNTABLY 
BLAMED HIMSELF. 

5. PRESSED AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE TO EXPLAIN WHY BEGIN 
HAD SO QUICKLY SEEN FIT TO SET BACK THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE 
EFFORTS, CARTER THREW A PROTECTIVE ARM AROUND BEGIN AND 
SAID, "I DID NOT THINK ABOUT TALKING TO HIM" ON THE 
SPECIFIC QUESTION OF "LEGALIZING" THE THREE SETTLEMENTS. 

6. YET HIGH OFFICIALS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE TALKS BE- 
TWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER TOLD US CARTER AND 
SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE "ABSOLUTELY" COVERED ALL 
CONTINGENCIES INVOLVING THE INCENDIARY SETTLEMENTS QUES- 
TION EVEN IF THE WORD "LEGALIZATION" HAD NOT BEEN USED. 

"THERE WAS NO CHANCE OF MISUNDERSTANDING ON BEGIN'S PART," 
ONE OFFICIAL TOLD US. THE UNITED STATES WANTED NO 
"LEGALIZING" OF EXISTING SETTLEMENTS. 

7. THE RESPONSE OF THE PRESIDENT, SO MUCH SOFTER THAN THE 
COLD ANGER PRIVATELY EXPRESSED ELSEWHERE IN HIS GOVERN- 
MENT, MAY NOW LEAD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW SETTLEMENTS 
(NOT JUST LEGALIZATION OF OLD ONES) IN A CONTINUATION OF 
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WHAT MAY BE CALLED A "POLICY OF PREEMPTION" BY THE NEW 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. 

8. ADDING WEIGHT TO THIS WARNING IS THE FACT THAT BEGIN 
LONG AGO PLACED GEN. ERIK SHARON, HERO OF THE YOM KIPPUR 
WAR BUT A POLITICAL PRIMITIVE REGARDED BY SOME ISRAELI 
LEADERS AS UNSTABLE, IN OVERALL CHARGE OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S SETTLEMENTS POLICY. 

9. THE RADICAL RELIGIOUS PARTIES (ON WHICH BEGIN S SLIM 
MAJORITY IN THE KNESSET RESTS) ARE DEMANDING NEW SETTLE- 
MENTS. SHARON CAN POINT TO CARTER S GENTLE WRIST-SLAP OF 
LAST WEEK TO ARGUE HIS CASE THAT ISRAEL WILL NOT BE TAKING 
MUCH RISK WITH CARTER IN SETTING UP NEW SETTLEMENTS (AT 
LEAST 12 ARE BLUEPRINTED FOR INSTANT OCCUPATION). 

10. IT MAY BE, INSTEAD, THAT SOME MIDEAST DIPLOMATS HERE 
ARE CORRECT IN ARGUING THAT BEGIN NEEDED A SOP FOR THE 
RELIGIOUS RADICALS, CONSIDERING HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISE TO 
CREATE SETTLEMENTS ALL OVER THE ISRAELI-OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
OF THE JORDAN. NOW THAT THE SOP HAS BEEN OFFERED, THAT 
SHOULD PUT AN END TO IT UNTIL THE POSSIBILITIES OF A 
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RESUMED GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE HAVE BEEN FULLY EXPLORED. 

1 1 . BUT OTHER DIPLOMATS ARGUE THAT BEGIN S PERSONAL POLL 
TICAL HISTORY POINTS THE OTHER WAY. ALTHOUGH NOT A POLI- 
TICAL GAMBLER, BEGIN IS A SHREWD ODDSMAKER OF UNUSUAL 
COURAGE AND CONVICTION. HE KNOWS, AS ONE OF HIS 
STAUNCHEST SUPPORTERS HERE TOLD US, "THERE'S NOTHING MUCH 
LEFT IN WASHINGTON OF THE ORIGINAL CARTER MIDDLE EAST 
POLICY, HARDLY A TRACE OF JIMMY'S OLD DEMANDS FOR WITH- 
DRAWALS TO THE 1967 BORDERS, OR THE PALESTINIAN HOMELAND." 

12. BEGIN, THE WARTIME TERRORIST SHREWD AND BRAVE ENOUGH 
TO CALCULATE CORRECT ODDS ON BLOWING UP JERUSALEM'S KING 
DAVID HOTEL, MAY NOW CALCULATE THAT CARTER CAN BE PUSHED A 
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GOOD DEAL FURTHER ON THE SETTLEMENTS QUESTION. AS THE 
PRESIDENT SAID LAST WEEK, NEW SETTLEMENTS "PROVIDE 
OBSTACLES FOR PEACE," BUT THEY ARE "OBSTACLES WHICH I 
THINK WE CAN OVERCOME "-SCARCELY A WARNING OF RETRIBUTION 
FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW SETTLEMENTS. 

13. OTHER ASPECTS OF CARTER S EVOLVING MIDDLE EAST 
POLICIES HAVE CAUSED CONFUSION HERE. FOR EXAMPLE, HE CON- 
FIDED TO ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER GIULIO ANDREOTTI LAST WEEK 
THAT HE FULLY AGREED WITH THE JUNE 29 COMMON MARKET STATE- 
MENT CALLING FOR A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND. 

14. THAT SURPRISED EXPERTS WHO KNEW CARTER HAD WORKED 
OVERTIME TO HEAD OFF THAT COMMON MARKET RESOLUTION AND, 
FAILING THAT, TO TONE IT FAR DOWN. 

15. THE SPLIT INSIDE THE ADMINISTRATION OVER PROPER 
HANDLING OF ISRAEL’S FLOUTING OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE 
SETTLEMENTS QUESTION MAY ONLY BE BEGINNING. INDEED, AS 
VANCE FLIES TO THE MIDDLE EAST, SOME POLITICANS HERE 
WONDER WHETHER HE CAN COUNT ANY LONGER ON THE WHITE HOUSE 
AS A HOME BASE TO BACK HIM UP. CHRISTOPHER 
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